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HAIL TO AN AUTOMATIC PITCHER, BASEBALL’S LATEST

Even Babe Ruth Scored Only a Single From Blair’s Invention---Um-
pire Machine Suggested With Colored Lights for Strikes, Fouls, &c.
---How Sports Are Tending Toward Mechanical Motions

IGHT In tke midst of the buslest
home run season baseball has ever

.
l “  known Mr. B. F. Blair, an inventor

from the Indianapolis bush, steps forward
with an automatic baseball pltching machine
that is calculated to make the average major
league mound artlst look llke a common
back lot soft ball heaver,

Without demanding any sympathy from
the fans or asking any favors from the um-
pire, the contraption can be set up on any
fleld at a moment's notlce and dellver the
goods, It can retire batsmen faster than
they ean fall into line to take a swing at the
hall. It can shoot 'em acroas the pan, cut
the corners or avold the plate completely in
a series of amazing, perplexing curves,

It doesn't matter what the wind or the
weather, how many runners are on the
paths or what the scorsboard registers in
the ‘vialtorﬁ' run column, With the proper
attention to its inside works and an oe-
casional drop of oil on its firlng barrel, it
can travel through Inning after Inning and
game after game without the ald of the
human hand. Tt iz absolutely oblivious to
the sarcastic comments of the stands or the
scathing remarks of the opposing team. It
is adequately armored to withstand an uns
premeditated pop bottle attack, and it can
survive any mere word debate without loss
of prestige,

All Batters Look Alike
To the New Automatic Pitcher

All batters look alike to the automatic
pitcher, Tyrus Raymond Cobb, Rogers
Hornsby, George Sherman Ruth and other
noted followerz of the Long Poke, whose
middle names we never knew or have for-
gotten for the moment, ecannot intimidateé
the machine no matter how many war clubs
they swing as they step up to the plate,
Their past achlevements may bhe written
down on the record books and their present
glories may decorate the headlines, hut the
automaton dips to noshero worship., It
treats every one In the same impartial man-
ner,

It was during a preliminary tryout at the
Polo Grounds last week that the late star
of the Traffle Court, the great Bambino him-
gelf, was Introduced te the startling con-
trivance,

“What's that thing?" arked the Babe, as
he eved the apparatus suspiciously,

Mr. Blair, with the aid of a half dozen
friendly interpreters, proceeded to explain.

“Huh!" said the Babe. "Let's see what [t's
got.”

It was a sévere test for any machine and
probably an awful moment for the Inventor,
The great slugger stood there grinning
menscingly, ready to knock the ball out of
the lat. He even rubbed his hands in dirt
to show what he thought of automatic
pitchers in gemeral. Up in the stands, some
twenty thousand spectators sat on the edge
of their seats and waited for the erash. Most
of them were confident that they were going
to have a big laugh handed them free with-
out any war tax. They were all set to hoot

the Hoosler and his paraphernalia off the
premises. It was a grand day.

To avoid an unpleasant anti-climax we
might as well go on and admit that sventu-
ally the Babe did get a single, It wasn't
much of a single, efther. Not a scratch nit,
but. a long way from belng a lusty wallop
of the pustomary Bambino brand,

There were other offerings of the auto-
maton which no stretch of the imagination
could convert Into a regular hit. The Babe
whiffed vigorously and perspired freely,
8till he did get the one single.

The expertz considered It a great triumph
for the automatie plteher. . They shook hands
with the inventor, slapped him on the back
and told htm he was some boy. Mr. Biair
smiled broadly and confessed that he was
glad to be allve, He knew that he had
plotted his curves on the chart according to
the proper mathematics and that the tech-
nical detalls were arranged as they should
be. But you can never tell about machinery
until it actually starts to grind out the fin-
ished product.

Mr. Bilalr is a
chanical turn of mind.

baseball fan with a me-
During the last few

S

maulings by batters to the complete satis-
factlon of thousand= of enthusiastie citizens
He noted the gradual decline of the mounds-
men and the riging ranks the batting
order. And, curiously enough for a mere
spectator, Mr, Blair's sympathles went out
to the flinging end of the argument.

Back in his laboratory, or his workshop,
or wherever it {s that inventors gather thelr
hralns for Intensive perambulations, Mr
Blalr puzzled for weeks over the tangled sit-

nf

uation, BSomething had to be done to save
the overworked pitchers, Day after day
they struggled out in the hot sun, When

they weren't actually in the box performing
any fear the catcher could think up and
spell out on his finger tips the manager

would have them warming up for an emer-*

gency or passing oot hot ones for batting
practice, It was all wrong, but one can't
revolutionize an entire system in a minute,
even in a laboratory,

Finally the bl idea came—not in a flash,
but slowly, cog by cog.

Mr. Blair's uriginal Intentions were to
perfeet a device that would relieve the
pitcher of attending morning batting prac-

How the baseball “cannon” looks to the batsman,

Babe Ruth failed to get a home run in the try-

out. It put 'em across the plate, but lacked speed for Babe to do his best.
s i e e it i o

Trying out the new mechanical pitcher at
demonstrating the machine designed for use in batting practice.

the Polo Grounds.

Two members of the Yankees are seen

wherein pitchers of ptanding and repute,
with children to support and possibly ali-
mony to pay, were subjected to merciless

seasons he has w_mchI numerous slugfests

tice and other arduous exercises that do
not figure conspicuously in the news of the
day. He had no thought of robbing the
pitcher of an honest living. He strove for

Women Active in Crime Increasing

Continued from Sccond Page.

of servants or to call on servants and learn
the lay of it; then they furnish a plan to
the burglar and frequently serve him, as
lookout while ha is perpetrating the hurﬁ'lkry.
That's a phase of the art that has come up
since the war,

“I belleve the crime wave that some of
our notable policemen say doesn't exist, at
least here in New York, 18 due to the after
results of the war and to the same cause
fs due the number of women who flgure
cither as principals or accessories. The hoys
coma hack feeling no desire to work In the
old ways and that the world owes them a
lving and more. They are encouraged In
this by the admiration of women who tell
them the nation and thelr fellow citizens
have heen more than Indifferent. Then the
men plan a holdup or a forgery and the
women think they are justified, They are so
strong in this bellef that they will go to the
length of jeopardizing their own freedom by
helping their ‘heroes' It's a matter of false
sentiment and false reasoning.

“When a woman goes ‘on her own' In
crime her motive In most cases 18 her own
cupidity. She wants to dress well, she
wants money to spend. In thelr simplost
form these |deas lead to shoplifting. In all
cases where kleptomanla does not explaln
the thefta hy women from shops the women
thleves hegan te piifer not from necessity
but eupldity. It was so easy to get a pleca
of =ilk, a feather, even a silken undergar-
ment by just walking away with it that the
woman who started usually ended by trying
to steal her whole wardrobe,

“In this connection let me say that shop-
lifting as a crime I8 on the Increase. Pro-
prietors and managers of great stores are
alwnys on guard agalnet It, but ocecasionally
they feel that it has been scotched and they
may draw a breath of rellef. Then they re-
iax thelr vigllance and at that moment up
shoplifting starts again and spreads like an
epidemiec,

“Women as scouts for crooked gambling
games are Increasing also, but they are a
different class from the shoplifting set. They
are more or less connected with the ‘shady’
class, and If they have never heen thieves
themselves they are sympathetle toward
thieves,

“The badger game and [ts subsequent
blackmailing features s naturally enough
the true province of the depraved woman,
the woman of the Inherited eriminal instinet.
It lan't made as publle as it should be and
ton often the perpetrator gets off scot free,
but it 18 being practised widely in this town,
T know of efforts helng made to round up a
gang of blackmallers the chief of which s
suspected to be o woman. She has a group
of women In her employ, It is sald, whose
methods are too unpleasant to speak of
puhllely.

“Fallure of the courts to adequately pun-
Ish woman criminals Is whit Is in the way
of true reform. Nowadays it Is nothing new
te find women committing crimes of all
gorts, and when they are found out they
will lay what they have done io thelr male
asgociates, who have assured them that even
If caught they (the women) will not have to
suffer. In the face of the present big in-
erense of woman criminals I still aay that

Females Convicted
In New York County

Clussifieation of erlmes of which females
were convieted In New York county, ns np-
pears from the records of the Chlef Clerk®s
Offies, during the perlod 1916 to 1020 in-
elusive, In General Sesslons and Criminsl
Branch of Supréme Conrts

1916, 1017, 1918, 1919, 1920, T'L
8

Abandonment 2 a 2 1
Abhductlon... © 2 Y L L 3
Arfon....... 2 L ‘ o 1 a
Assault...... 146 1 ] 7 7 51
Blgamy...... 1 1 2 4 5 13
Bribery...... 1 1 0 z ] 4
Burginry..,, @ 1 1 0 1 a
Consplracy... 0 L] L] 0 1 1
Criminal C.W, 2 0 1 L 0 4
Felony (N.C.) 2 0 1 2 o s
Forgery..... @ T 5 L] T a3
Grd. Inreeny,. 43 22 as z24 20 158
Kidnapping.. o L] 1 1 L] 2
House {1l Pme 1 " 0 0 O 1w
Ligquortax... © 1 L] 1 o 2
Manslanghter 4 0 1 2 2 »
Misdr.(N.C.). 1 1 0 0 0 2
Perjury...... © L] 0 2 o 53
Petit lnreeny. 40 42 44 55 40 230
Ree, 8, P.... S L} L 11 ] as
1 a 1 1 a2 L]
1 n o L] L] 1
2 a s 2 a3 15
Violating Sec.
2400 P, L.. © 2 0 0 L] 2
Other erimes. 5 4 H ] o 14
Totals ....147 123 110 128 105 €22

Crim. €, W., means eriminally carrying weap-
ons; Felony N, C,, means felony not classified;
Misdr. N, ., nde not classified ;
Ree. 8. P, means eriminally receiving stolen
property ; Unlaw. Entry, means unlawful entry.

they do not tend naturally to crime and that
in most Instances, under the correct indi-
vildual training or even in the proper Insti-
tutions, the majority of these women can be
reformed,

“It's.easlor to convince a woman of the
futility of crime than a/man. This is due
to the fact that erime does not come to her
by nature, and to some men [t does

“To Judge by facts women have n fear of
mixing up In bank robberies, in forgeries or
any crime in connection with big money In-
terests.  They used to appear (requently in
train robberies, golng on board asx passen-
gers and locating for thelr ‘pals’ money and
Jewels, but this kind of female crime is al-
most obsolete now,

“The United States mail rather than ex-
press tralns 8 thelr fleld. Bince s0 many
valuableg are transported now by rural free
delivery women riflers of mall bags and
packages are frequent,

“I helleve thoroughly In weman Jurors,
and with~anything like n general use of
them there will be a great falling off »f
woman crimes. Sinee It is possihle to re-
form these women, there |8 a real gain when
one of them gets a reasonable sentence I
have a woman In mind who has served three
terma In penitentiary. When she came out
the Inst time she announced that she was
dona with crooked thinge forever, and she
has made her word good. T have kept track
of her and know that she is leading an hon-
est, straightforward life,

*I have known personally but ons thor-

ough paced bad woman, one who [ belleve
was born thief and murderer with no possi-
bility of reform, and without a grain of
remorse for her crimes, She fgured in the
celebrited Wykoff murder case in New
Jersey, for which Mont Udell, her paramour,
and Johnny MeLoughlin are serving life
#entences, This woman Instigated the mur-
der, Insinuated herself (nto the old miser's
home as housekeeper, and as soon ny she
learned where he kept his money hidden
sent for the men to kill him

**This woman, in my opinion, i# an excep-
tion to her sex. Other women enticed Into
crime by the men they loved or falling into
it by degrees by yielding to their own
cupidity have been in every case not hope-
less criminals,. Many of them have bheen
and all could be, 1 think, reformed.”

Acting District Attorney Joabh H. Ban-
ton would have written Thackeray's crime
novel "Catherine” s the great Victorlan
did, that is, without any maudlin sympathy
for the woman, yet picturing her degrees of
“fall" to the bottomless pit of murder as a
natural descent. He reasoned from his own
experience’ of a professienal nature with
female criminals and decided that “he had
learned nothing to convince him that female
crime lz increasing.”

*“I will admit,” sald he, “that |t
in phases that are surprising even

nppenrs
to the

'prnnm-umr hardened to the variety of crime.

For instance, in a case of burglary that in-
volved several odd features and about which
there were clrcumstances Indieating that the
head which planned (t was a man's, when
the truth, after devious sifting, came to light
the leader wad found to be a woman.

“From a number of young women orimli
nals whom 1 have recently examined 1 would
deduce this, that a good many mirls grow up
without having any moral sense whatever

“The impulse that leads a womnn to crime,
elther against the SBtate or an individual or
herself, 18 money. She wants it, she thinks
she neode (t, she doea a wrong thing to get
It. Now, by questionlng severnl who have
been brought to hook for criminal actions,
I And that these young women do not real-
Ize what they have done

“The lack of moral sense to which T re-
ferred is not, T think, peculiar te women or
to any class of soclety. Recently some boys
remained behind their families in the apart-
ment of a well known apartment house.
Other apartments were broken Inte and
robhed, and, although there were plain signs
that the joba were Inslde anen, for n while
who eommitted them wns mysterfous, It
developed that these lade had got acqualnted
with a gang of burghra and had admitted
them to work from their apartment In ad-
jolning ones just, they sald, ‘for the fun of
the thing'

“The same lack of a sense of right and
wrong s to be found in many young women
of the present davy. Girls who are arrested
and held for trinl, and who would be dis-
anlved In tears, you would think, on the con-
trary Jest and laugh with the ofMcers in
charge of them and even try to ‘vamp' these
men. These young women might easlly be
supposed to have served several terma In
prison, for thelr attitude is that of hardened
eriminals, Tn reallty this l= often their first
contact with eriminal law; It's their first
offence, and |t welghs on them less than it
does on the prosecutors.”

no immortal fame. But he did realize that
in dickering with the baseball Interests he
would have to show them that he had some-
thing not only “just as good" but better.

If we were at all conversant with the
technical language we should push Into the
heart of the matter and describe at length
all the kinks and cogs of the completed
article, We would point to the thny spring
that registers an out drop on the ball, to
the piston ring that develops an inshoot, to
the contrivance that passes out a moist ball
that even the sharpest eyed umpire must fail
to detect,

But we aren’t very well grounded in our
technical training on mechanical things. In
fact, the whole business is a closed monkey
wrench to us. So we shall pass along with

the slight mention that the automatie
pitcher resembles in general outline a baby
tank, runs like a machine gun and works

lke Walter Johnson on a hot day.
For Batting Practice Only
Is the Inventor's Sole Idea

Positively, it surpasses the inventor's most
optimistic dreams, Yot Mr. Blair still clings
to the notlon that his apparatus should be

restricted In its activities to batting prac-
tiee. He has no wish to see the human
equation removed from the daily struzgles

on the diamonds, He stlll likes to pick up
his morning paper and read that Carl Mays
“blew In the ninth"; that Rube Marquard
passed four men in Clneinnatl; that Faber
went fourteen Innings without vielding a hit
and then got himself benched for indulging
in impromptu oratory with the umpire,

Just what the ganceral reaction of the pub-
lle and the players will be to the Invention
%, of course, ton uncertain to predict In these
days of antebellum surprises,

fome pltchera are already grumbling over
the idea and talking of forming a union o
oliminate every gear of the whole machine,
Mr. Samuel Gompers has expressed himself
as roady to cooperate in any movement the
hall players may inaugurate. He fecls, too,
that while no inconvenlence will result to
the topnoteh twirlery the under dog 1s hound
tn guffer. The man who ean only do hack
mound wark, the necessary but unspectincu-
lar day to day tossing, will find himself out
aof aJob, Thera is even talk of prosecuting
Mr, Blalr on the ground that he s doing
gomething or other In restraint of trade

Other pltehers are all for it. There has
hoen sntirely ton much clouting of the ball,
hoth before the mame and during official
operations, to sult them. They ner-
tectly willing to let some machine, what-
over the miake, bear the brunt of the hiame
and a share of the glory. As they figure It
in nutomatie pltcher ean't hurt thelr aver-
ages, and that's all that really counts.

Public Likes to Tell the Pitcher
Just How Useless He Appears

As far the batters, they have up to the
present moment remained; pretty indifferent
tn the whole proposition, Babe Ruth may
have had a word or two of comment that
might have been worth jotting down In
shorthand, but he hasn‘t come out in the
apen and declared himeelf. The rest have
kept thelr lipe sealed. They are ready to
cater to any whim of the stands, and If the
automatic pitcher s demanded by the popu-
I and aqualifies for a position with Judge
Landls and the other mogula they are quite
willing to step up to the bat and ablde by
the returns of the oMclal scorer.

The public may or may not respond with
enthusinam to the Interpolation of a player
who is deaf to catealls and easual bantering.
To moma men half tha joy of the gama =
wrapped up In that joyvous moment when
they feel ecalled upon to stand up ostenta-
tiously and tell the bum In the box how

are

iwweful he el to the team and New
York in general i£ he would retire to the
bench., "Take him out!®™ they yell and take
a positive pleasure in watching the victim
squirm,

But the

world iz gradually becoming ac-
customed 1o an automatic existence. An
automatic restaurant has no difficulty in
crowding Its doors until not another soul ean

squeeze Into the place, Yet when the plan
was oariginally projected there were any
number of persons who insisted that the

human equation of the patron and the wait-
ress could not be ignored. They gave the
automatic establishments three months to
take care of the people who would come out
of curiosity, and then, they said, the trade
would drift back to the regular places. But
things didn't happen that way., Wherever
peaple in sufficlen) numbers gather to eat
thers {8 always an automat

The self-starter for automobiles had scorn-
erg in the early days. "“Why lose the fun of

to consider the matter se-
riously, and there is some doubt as to how
the fans would take any radical steps toward
removing all the loeal color and atmosphere
from thelr favorite pastime,

But we would not be the one to speak of
the ldea as ridiculous. Only the other night
Don Marguis told about the automatic spar-
ring partner Carpentler uses in the secret
sporting chambers of his Long Island re-
treat. If an automaton can be invented that
ha= an outgide chance of reaching Geotges's
chin, why not a machine to scoop up a li tle
baseball and heave it to first?

“Isn't machinery marvellous?" exclal ned
the young girl who was belng taught the
elementary principles of an {ee cteam
freezer,

It is.

But let's go slow on the thing until we
find out how Mr. Blair's invention acts wnen
it meets up with a world series fixer. Thera
is In the dim background the glaring fiasco

sirects  Johless

B. L. Blair demonstrating the pitching machine which is his in-
vention. The automatic twirler can be regulated to hurl any kind of
ball desired, drop, curve, fast or slow one. '

the morning crank?” they asked. And the
thrill of having the bus start on compression
was brought up by others. But somchow
the self-starter idea caught on and spread
unquestioned throughout the land,

In sports there has been a determined
tendency to reduce the entire ndustry to an
automatic basis—not with real gears and
earburetors and such things, but with the
Introduction of system and professional
truining that made contests less a matter
of luek and more a debate for the experts

Sport Fast Being Reduced
to & Near Mechanical Basis
The question does oécur, however, if the
automatic pltcher fell In the general
scheme of atinining perfection on the din-
mond, would it stop with the mere machine
in the box? Wouldn't it procesd alone, with
hoosts from the gallery and fresh ideas from

with

the young bright Inventors of the country
until the whole game was contralled by an
electric switeh?

There & much te be sald on the subject
of automatic umpires. A machine that could
successfully regiater the difference Ixtween
a ball and a strike might find favor both
with the players and the fans

A red light displayed prominently In
fashion, such a» Fifth avenue traffi
finsh 1t, might indicate a wtrike y
Heght would do for a ball, with a green flash
recording & foul I"'nleas the pystem wore
simplified the addition of mors colors to In-

dicate "out2" on the baseiines might
the game (ntn a glorifisd Fourth of
colebration, but In time the natlon might e
necustomed to It

Personally, the (dea appeals (o ux a=s hat
ing momeothing on Mr. Blalr's original In-
vention, But, having no notion how the

wheels go together, wea walve all rights to
the patent and toss the suggestion for
all takers Mr. Blair should have his roy-
alty, though,

Momentarily, picture a Yankee-Detrolt
game whoers there was no umpire to Incur
the wrath of Ty Cobb or stir the resent-
ment of hleachers, Without any protests or
chances for a decent argument [t would
hardly be a ball game. 8till, gome one could
always Insist that the wires were crosted or
that a fuse had blown out,

Automatic fielders and batters are hardly
within the range of Immediate instalment.
Too many men would be tossed on the

af the voting machine
tha straight Democratic
the Republican?
Anyvway, how about the automatic baseball
pitehe

that could vote only
ticket, Or was |t

The Mysterious Potto
Africa Is an animal

HE potio of West
I life lHttln known to most persons he-
cause {t is so seldom found in menag-
eries, but zoologists studied the animal two
hundred véars ago
The Dutch navi

covered and deserib

who dis-
it. did not fully undear-

Entor Bosman,

gtand the significan of his discovery, for
he wrote that the potto “hath nothing very
particular but his odious uglinesa ™ Yet fow

animals have such unusual characteristics
and there are many that are more ugly A
relative of the lemu it differs from that
lively animal In its extreme sluggishness
The feet show the potto to be g tree dweller:
they have an oppoaable thumb and hind toe
and when the animal s gra i branch
the and toes are to the
underside of It .

Tho firat finger (8 extremely short, a mer
gtump, and ha= no nall. Still stranger s
tha fact that the epines of the n« Varics
bree project bencath the skin formm o
gorles of conical swe that wserve no
apparent purpoas, T courin,
the loris, the potin | ts hablt
ind sapenda the day in sleap Even in that
i y opcentrio r i vertical
branch, it graspe {t foect dArawn
together, and then uste ita head down
boatwaonn (tw arms it forms only an
inconspicuous knobh on the branch Thearn-
by, doubtiess, {t escnpes the prying eyes of

roving carnivores

The potto has a near relative, the Aangwan
tibo, which Is als n dwailer In Waat
African foresta It = a little lose ugly than
tha potto and the neck epinds are |esaq
developad, but the first finger 8 aven more
degenerate, as Is also the tall, which is a
mere stump. Zoologists know more &f the

anatomy of these strange animals than of
thelr hahits; persans have aver
soenn A specimen In wildn., All
that have b et out to clvilization bave

been taken by nativea

for bhut few
' native

on



